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iographical. 


Mrs. Marta More. 

As an authoress of several highly valuable 
works of no ordinary merit, which are well 
known among, and much esteemed by the reli- 
gious public, Mrs. Hannah More has long been 
deservedly known, both in the United States 
and Great Britain; but of Mrs. Martha More, and 
the other members of that very interesting fami- 
ly, we have but little knowledge. A family so 
eminently useful, pious, and zealous in whatever 
related to the cause of our blessed Redeemer, as 
that of the More’s, deserves to be better known ; 
their christian character is well worthy of publici- 
ty and imitation. It is devoutly to be wished 








that their active benevolence, their piety, their 
christian humility, and their virtuous conduct 
throughout a long and useful life, may find many 
imitators among the Christian females in our day 
andin our country—they present a bright examn- 
ple to every Christian, male and female, of what 
good individuals may and can accomplish, by a 
judicious application of the talents entrusted to 
them by their divine Master. 

We have thought the following brief sketch of 
the life of Mrs. MARTHA MORE, extracted from 
the Christian Observer, of 1819, which was po- 
litely furnished us by an attentive friend, woul« 
be gratifying to many, if not aJ!, of the readers of 
the Circular : 


On the 14th of Sept. 1819, at Barley 
Wood, near Wrington, Somersetshire, in 
the 67th year of her age, departed thidMtife, 
Mrs. Marraa More, the youngest of the 
five Mrs. Mores of that place, leaving Mrs. 
Hannah More the sole survivor of all her 
sisters ; the three eldest of whom had died 
in natural succession, each at the more ad- 
vanced age of 75. 

‘The last seizure of Mrs. Martha More 
was sudden, having laid her on the bed of 
death only for a few days, with an acute 
inflammation in the liver. But it was not 
so sudden as to deprive her of the opportu- 
nity of exercising, or her friends of the sa- 
tisleotion of witnessing, those Christian 
graces of faith, patience, and resignation to 
the will of her heavenly Father, for which 
she had been long distinguished. She had 
been, for many years, a severe sufferer un- 
der the varying but always painful forms of 
a liver complaint, —— the course of 
which, no murmur was heard to escape 
from her, but, on the contrary, her mouth 
was filled with- thanksgiving, and her 
tongue with praise. Her numerous and at- 
tached circle of friends have, in her depar- 
ture, chiefly to mourn their own loss, in be- 
ing deprived of so bright an example of the 
power of Christian grace. And as for her 
now solitary sister, we trust, that on this 
fresh occasion of mawifesting the strength 
of principles ‘transcribed from her own 
heart into her invaluable works, she will 
find effectual consolation in reflecting on 
that happy lot which the object of her af- 
fections now enjoys, and for which she had 
been so long preparing ; and that she will 
thereby be animated with a like patience, 
to endure her own bereaved condition, in 
submission to the will of her heavenly 
Father ! 

It isnot our intention to enter at any 
length into the history of Mrs. Martha 
More’s life. About the year 1789, she re- 
tired with her four sisters, first to Cowslip 
Green, a place in the neighborhood of Bris- 
tol; and afterwards to their final retreat at 
the beautiful cottage and grounds of Barle 
Wood, which wa; laid out entirely by their 
own taste. Daring the 30 years which 
were passed in this retirement, she bore a 
most destinguishedand active part in those 
various *“works of faith and labors of love,” 
which were planned by her sister [annah, 








for the benefit of the poor around her, and 
which have rendered her residence there a 
blessing to many thousands of her fellow- 
creatures. While Mrs. Hannah, also, was 
exerting so successful an influence over the 
public mind and morals, by her inestimable 
writings, Martha was accustomed to watch 
over her with incessant care ; and to tend 
her couch with the most tender assiduity, 
— the successive inroads made by her 
mental labors, upon a constitution natural- 
ly delicate, and a frame peculiarly suscep- 
tible.—In conversation, the energetic pow- 
ers of Mrs. Martha’s mind appeared to 
great advantage. She always assisted, and 
often furnished the topic, without any ap- 
parent consciousness, much less any dis- 
play, of her own powers. It was to anoth- 
er, rather than to herself, that she ever de- 
sired to turn the eyes, the thoughts, the 
hearts ofall ; and to an attentive observer, 
she would often seem to be supplying what 
might be called the raw madariel of conver- 
sation, capable, from its intrinsic worth, of 
being worked up by her sister into articles 
of exquisite beauty. Never, . perhaps, has 
there been witnessed an instance of more 
entire self-devotion to the comfort and hap- 
piness of another, than Mrs. Martha More 
exhibited towards her sister. She seemed 
to live but for her, and whatever fame or 
credit she herself acquired, it was her de- 
light to lay it at her sister’s feet. 

But it was in still more active scenes of 
useful benevolence that the character of 
Mrs. Martha More shone forth in its purest 
lustre. In the Sunday Schools and Female 
Clubs, often comprised under the general 
term of Mendip Schools, established b 
Mrs. Hannah More in the surrounding vil- 
lages, (one at Chedder, a distance of fifteen 
miles,) the talents and energy of the sub- 
ject of this notice shone conspicuously. If, 
in the formation and regulation of these 
invaluable institutions, and in the manage- 
ment of them for years of unremitting zeal, 
though declining health, Hannah sustained 
a larger share than her sister ; yet Martha’s 
peculiar energy of character, and her capa- 
city of indefatigable exertion, raised the 
Lyi amount of her contributions very 

igh in the scale. 

Buta week before her last seizure, Mrs. 
Martha More had been so well, that though 
she had been unable to read the family 
gan for several years, she said exulting- 
y to her sister, ** I am now the best of the 
two, and [ will read them.”” On the Sun- 
day, she undertook the task of reading a 
sermon to the family, and, as if by a spe- 
cies of foreboding choice, wearing a mys- 
terious but not unkindly aspect, she select- 
ed one, the text of which was furnished by 
the prophetic address of the Psalmist, **In- 
to thy hands I commend my spirit, for thou 
hast redeemed me, O Lord. thou God of 
truth.” 

[During her short confinement to the bed 
of sickness, she suffered considerable pain 
of body, with occasional attacks of deliri- 
um-——but whether rational or delirious, her 
expressions all indicated a strong faith in 
her crucified Saviour. ] 

In her moments of perfect composure, she 
lamented that she had done so little for 
God, but was thankful that she had never 
trusted in any thing she had done, but only 
in His mercy who had died to save sinners, 
A few hours before her death, her mind 
frequently wandered. She was, however, 
perfectly calm ; and appeared, even in her 
wanderings, full of piety and charity, order- 
ing clothing for the ee and otherwise ex- 
pressing her benevolent and devout feelings. 

er sister received her last breath, when 
she califily slept in Jesus, without sigh or 

roan. ‘The death of few private persons 
been more lamented. Funeral sermons 
were preached on the occasion in several 
neighboring churches, and there seemed 
searcely a dry eye in any of them. Many 
even put themselves into deep mourning, 
and appeared to feel as if they had lost a 
member of their own family. Surely the 
memory of the just is blessed ! 

She has bequeathed, after the decease of 
her surviving sister, the sum of L000 pounds 
to the British and Foreign Bible Society ; 
500 pounds to the Church Missionary So- 
ciety ; 1000 pounds, 3 per cents, to assist 
in educating pious young men for holy or- 
ders, with some smz'ler benefactions, equal- 
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est her heart. ¢ 

The quality most worthy of note, the bas- 
is of Mry. Martha More’s character, was 
her unfeisned Christian humility—a humil- 
ity which vas no less active and beneficial 
to others than it was ornamental to herself. 

‘To Mrs. Martha More belonged alsoa 
strongly susceptible mind, which disposed 
her cordially to sympathize with varied 
feelings, the wants ad infirmities, the joys 
and the sorrows of all around her. She 
may be truly sad to have rejoiced with 
them that rejoiced, and tohave wept with 
them that wept. Her warm and affection- 
ate soul appeared as if mechanically to vi- 
brate, like a well-strung harp, to every va- 
rying note of our common nature: it re- 
sponded te every touch of benevolence. 


[ Mrs. Martha More’s conscientious feel. 
ing and her devotional spirit equally led | 
to prefer the worship of the Established 
Church to every other ; but though she lov- 
ed this Church, she was no bigot. None 
more respected the pious and peaceable 
Dissenter : nor did she deem it an incon- 
sistency to hold many of them in high per- 
sonal regard. Noone met with more Chris- 
tian cordiality every denomination of reli- 
gionists on neutral ground ; and especially 
in that, to her mind, most congenial insti- 
tution, the British and Foreign Bible Socie- 
ty.—Her’s was the steady and consistent 
course of one who pursues, as paramount to 
every other object, the glory of God, and 
the grace and salvation of the Gospel of 
Christ. She enjoyed alike a happy exemp- 
tion from those tumultuous passions which 
kindle strife among the professors of a reli- 
gion of peace, and from those violations of 
the spirit of charity which are produced by 


old was appointed orator of t 
on being introduced to the stage, addressed 
General La Fayerre in a speech of some 
length, thanking him in the name of his 
school-fellows, tor appearing among them. 
He had heard of Wasuincronx, and now 
for the first time saw one of his associates 
and friends—one of those to whom are due 
the independence of this country, and the 
establishment of such institutions as secure 
the happiness and the moral and intellectu- 
al improvement of the poor as well as the 
rich. 





asenseless zeal.—Her’s was a steadfast 
faith, a joyful hope, a rooted charity. Guid- 
ed by these, or by that grace which can 
alone inspire them, we cannot doubt that 
she ** so passed the waves of this trouble- 
some world, as finally to attain the land of 
everlasting life.’”] 
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FREE SCHOOL SOCIETY. 


New-York, Sep. 11.—The exhibition wit- 
nessed by Gen. La Faverre yesierday 
morning, although not attended with any 
thing very rich or splendid, was one of the 
most appropriate and interesting that could 
have been devised, as well for the inhabi- 
tants as for himself. It is not suflicient for 
a stranger visiting this country, that he 
should see a display of the wealth and pow- 
er of the nation, and the various signs of 
its progress, influence and happiness ; but it 
is necessary also to exhibit some evidence 
that these blessings have been secured, and 
are to be handed down to posterity. Our 
institutions for diffusing useful ‘eating 
among all classes of the community, there- 
fore, are deserving of high consideration, 
and must be regarded as an essential part of 
that system on which the continuance of our 
form of government depends. 


Frequent mention has lately been made 
of the exhibitions of children in another 
part of the country, and it has every where 
been considered as particularly interesting 
and appropriate. Noplace however in the 
U. 8. can exceed New-York in such an ex- 
hibition, if we regard the good manage- 
ment of the schools, nor equal it, if we re- 
fer to the extensive, real advantages they 
produce. 

With adesire of exhibiting to Gen. La 
Fayerre the useful institutions in which 
they have long devoted their attention and 
labors, the Trustees of the New-York Free 
School Society introduced him, yesterday 
morning at eleven o’clock to their School in 
Greenwich, which bears the title of num- 
ber three. ‘The number of scholars pre- 
sent was about 850, the part, about 550, 
being boys. A number of ladies and gen- 
tlemen were also present. 

On entering the girls’ room, the children 
rose $ and before the instructors proceeded 
to exhibit the proficiency of their pupils in 
the various branches of their education, the 
General was addressed by Leonard Bleeck- 
er, Esq. in an appropriate speech, contain- 
ing a brief account of 
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the objects, tendency, | 


ly indicative of the interests which lay near-| and success of Free Schools in New-Yorks 


He stated that the number of children nuw 


belonging to these institutions is between 
four and five thousand ; that only thoseare 
admitted whose parents are too poor to sup- 
port them at other schools; that they. are 
required to be kept clean and decently 
dressed ; and after receivin 
in the useful sciences and fundamental 
principles of the Christian religion, are pla- 
‘ced in situations ‘where they may acquire 
soine trade or profession for life. 
ply of the General was brief and pointed : 
He said that it gave him great pleasure to 
witness the operation of institutions so ade 
mirably calculated to enlarge and secure 
the happiness of the nation, and to improve 
the moral and social condition of the world. 
If any thing further, he added, were neces~ 
sary to recommend the system of universal 
instruction, it would be, that in other parts 
of the world the most powerful exertions 
are making to crush and destroy it. 


an education 


The ree 


5 or 6 years 


In the other reom a little — 
e day ; and 


After various exercises calculated to show 


at once the system and excellent manage- . 


ment of the school, the General was con 
ducted to the school-house in Mulberry- 
street, where he found about 600 scholars, 
male and female, belonging to both the Af 
rican free schools in the city.—Here he was 
presented by Mr. Bleecker with a certift- 
cate of membership conferred on him by a 
vote of the Society. One of the little boys 
then addressed him in a short speech, and 
concluded by saying, that while they look- 
ed uponhim as a champion of America, 
they also recognized him as La Fayerre, 
the friend of African emancipation. 

The appearance and behaviour of the pu- 
pils of this school were such as to merit the 
most flattering comments, and highly to 
gratify the spectators ; but time will not 
permit us at present to enlarge upon the 
subject. 

While preparations were making to ar- 
range the scholars of the different schools 
in the Park, the General accompanied as 
before by the Trustees, several members of 
the Corporation, &c. paid a visit to the New- 
York Hospital, where he had an opportunity 
to observe the order and neatness preserved 
in the wards of that valuable institution, the 
tasteful arrangement of the other apartments 
and of the grounds, as well as the agreeable 
and healthful situation of the building. He 
then returned to the City Hotel for an hour, 
while the Instructors of the Free Schools 
were assembling their pupils. 

And there they came with their gay little 
regiments from different parts of the City, 
marching down the different alleys of the 
Park in excellent order, arraying themselves 
in double lines, by classes and schools, un- 
der their own monitors and instructors. © 
‘They extended in close ranks from the main 
entrance of the corner of Broadway and 
Chathain-street, far off'on either hand to the 
opposite end of the Park, presenting ban- 
ners of various devices corresponding with 
their divisions into schools, and exhibiting 
an innocent little army of about 4000 ! 

To review this peaceful army, General 
La Fayerre entered the eastern gate and 
— through the whole length of the 
ine, presenting his hand to the instructors 
and instructresses as he passed, saluted by 
the children from time to time by clapping 
their hands, while he frequently returned 
their congratulations by smiling and bow- 
ing to the ranks of his little friends. 
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Ee * Revivals. 





From the Columbian Star. 


Extract of a letter to a genileman in this 
City, dated 
Livonia, Washington Co. (In.) 
August 10. 
Dear Brotuer, 


Notwithstanding the Baptist churches in 
this section of country have for a long time 
past, experienced a cold season in religion, 
and some distresses have likewise been felt, 
yet the Lord has been pleased of late to 
grant some refreshing showers of his grace, 
on several parched spots of his vineyard. 
One, two, and as many as six or seven, 
have been added to several churches by 
baptism at different times. May the good 
work increase, and infidelity disappear. 

se 
From the Utica N. Y. Recorder. 

Mr. Eprror,—Your readers have un- 
doubtedly heard of the revival of religion 
which has lately taken place in the town of 
Moreau, in this state. I trust that the fol- 
lowing account of that work of grace will 
not be uninteresting to them. 

The congregation where the revival has 
taken place, though the houses of worship 
are in the town of Moreau, is yet partly 
made up of inhabitants from the town of 
Northumberland. ‘This congregation was 
in years past involved in a series of sore dif- 
ficulties ; and in biting and devouring one 
another they had been almost * consumed.” 
At one time they were so weak and distrac- 
ted, that it became a serious question with 
them, whether the church ought not to be 
dissolved, and its members united with the 
neighboring sister churches 3 at length, how- 
ever, it was unanimously resolved to main- 
tain their standing as a church and society. 
— They obtained the stated preaching of the 
word half of the time for one year, during 
witich period they grew considerably in uni- 

on and strength. 

When I came to them, in July, 1823, 
‘*bone was coming to his bone.” ‘They 
were completely tired of contention, and 
determined at allevents to maintain har- 
mony of feeling, and union of effort ; they 
seemed ready to make one united and vig- 
orous exertion towards building up the cause 
of Christ among them. 

‘The revival was so small in its beginning, 
and at first so Slow in its progress, that we 
scarcely know when to date its commence- 
ment. A few instances of serious inquiry 
were known about the first of August ; but 
it was till some time in October that we 
dared to say we enjoyed a Revival of reli- 
gion. As the work increased, opposition 
arose ; but this was neither powerful nor 
lasting. Most of the opposers, especially 
the more influential ones, were soon brought 
to submit to that Power, against whom they 
had arrayed themselves. ‘Their temporary 
opposition seemed to add power to the work: 
as the inefficient obstacle that is interposed 
to stop the course of a mighty streain, serves 
only to accumulate its waters, and increase 
its torce, and is soon seen floating in broken 
fraginents on that very flood which its own 
opposition had served to augment. 

Atan early stage of the work, vigorous 
attempts were made to proselyte young con- 
verts to other denominations. Knowing 
the fatal effects of controversy upon a revi- 
val, we determined to have nothing to do 
with it—to answer no arguments, and to 
deny no representations respecting us, how- 
ever false. This resolution was in a good 
degree observed, and it was attended with 
its desired effect. ‘The work which we fear- 
ed would decline, went on with unabated 
power. 

In some instances convictions have been 
most agonizing and have almost driven the 
subjects of them to distraction and suicide. 
In some instances too, the joy succeeding 
conversion has been so powerful, as for a 
time to impair the health and reason. Yet, 
generally speaking, the work tho’ very pow- 
erful, was yet, to recur to a former figure, 
like the slow and silent movement of a deep 
aud mighty stream. 


Some time in the month of January. the 
friends of Zion in Morean, were requested 
to attend ** general conferences,” other- 
wise called ** union meetings,” in the vil- 
lages of Glen’s Falls, Sandy Hill, and Fort 
Edward. They did so ; and these places 
were soon visited with ** times of refresh- 
ing from the presence of the Lord.” In the 
two former Brcet the work, as the public 
are informed, has been great. But in the 
latter, a division arose which hindered its 
progress. 
Apollos, and some of Cephas 3 consequent- 
ly few were of Christ. Only a few were 
hen brought to rejoice in the Lord. Yet, 
from these and the members of the churches 


Some were of Paul, and some of 


of Moreau and Sandy Hill, who resided 
there, a little church was gathered in the, peculiarly useful in promoting the progress 


month of March. 

Some time in January, the work spread 
into the Dutch Reformed Church of North- 
unberland and Saratoga, where its progress 
was rapid and extensive. 

Among those who have been brought from 
darkness unto life in this revival, are found 
persons of various ages and characters. 
Among them are found the child of nine or 
ten, and the man of three score and ‘ten. 
In one instance, the grand-mother and 
grand-daughter of the same name, and at 
the same time, received the Covenant with 
its baptismal seal. Among the converts 
are found also, two individuals whohad been 
staunch, systematic Deists. Feur or five 
had been avowed Universalists. Many had 
been self-righteous moralists, aad open op- 
posers—not a few had beea abandoned 
drunkards. And although converts from 
the two latter classes are always very un- 
promising, yet, these appear thus far, to 
walk in the fear of the Lod. 

The revival prevailed very much among 
the more respectable class of inhabitants. 
Indeed it appears to have left very few of 
that class in their sins. ‘There has there- 
fore, been a considerable accession of 
strength to the church. Many of the con- 
verts possessing wealth, and talents, and 
influence ; and beginnitig as they did in the 
day of their espousals to pray and exhort in 
public, we may charitably expect them to 
remain active and useful through the restof 
life. 

In selecting the subjects of his saving 
grace, God has shown a particular sover- 
eignty. From several families whose heads 
were pious, not one was taken ; while from 
other families in which none were pious, a 
number have been hopefully converted, In 
one instance, the two heads of the family, | 
live of their children, one hired man, and | 
two blacks, were brought to cherish the 
hope that they had passed from death unto 
life. 

The decline of this work was equally 
gradual ; and the period of its termination 
equally uncertain with its commencement. 
Few conversions happened after the open- 
ing of Spring. 





‘The means employed for the commence- 
ment of the work, were close preaching, re- 
proving professors for their indifference and 
inactivity ; and exherting them to prayer 
& exertion for the salvation of sinners—the 
appointment of a day of fasting, and humili- 
ation for past unfaithfulness, and of prayer, 
for a ** retreshing from the presence of the 
Lord ;—!ikewise, dividing the society in- 
to several districts, and appointing a com- 
mittee of two, to visit each of these dis- 
tricts. ‘he latter was peculiarly beneficial, 
suited to arouse and refresh their own souls. 
—And the event showed that their lobors 
of love were very successful, in awakening 
and in encouraging their brethren. 

The means employed during the progress 
of the revival, were various. Besides the 
ordinary services of the Sabbath, we held 
all those meetings which are cominon in re- 
vivals, such as anwious meetings, conferen- 
ces and prayer meetings. Frequent visits, 
both stated and occasional, to the stupid, to 
alarm them, and to the anxious to direct 
them, were not the least effectual means, 
were here employed which would not be 
ag in stupidity, nor in every place per- 
laps, in a time of revival : ck as that 
close delineation of character in preaching, 
which says to each sinner, ** Thou art the 
man”’—such as plain and direct admoni- 
tions and warnings, in private conversa- 
tion :—such as insisting on a present pur- 
pose and promise, to seek immediately for 
an interest in the saving grace of God—and 
such as requesting those in conference or 
prayer meeting, who wish the prayers of 
God’s people for their immediate salvation, 
toexpress that wish by rising. The two 
latter means were especially successful. 
The promise was useful in preventing that 
indecision, that * halting between two opin- 
ions” which ever attends the awakened 
sinner, when his convictions are not over- 
whelming. And it served not only to fix 
ihe sinner’s purpose, but also as a constant 
excitement to urge him onward in his pur- 
pose, Rising up to request the prayers of 
God's people was sti/l more effectual in fix- 
ing the purpose, and in secucing its fulfill- 
inent. 

Having thus publicly declared their de- 
sire for salvation, sinners ielt that they had 
cut off their retreat, and that their only 
course was onward. Consequently, many 
who rose cither with reluctance or wit 
comparative indifference, were immediateby- 
seized with most agonizing distress, termi- 
nating in speedy conyerston : while many 
others left their burden of guilt and sorrow, 

i3 they left the seat from which they rose. 





‘districts ; and for each of them a charity 


The young converts themselves have been 


of the work. ‘The representations which 
they give of their own charge, the entreaties 
they made with their young companions to 
turn and live, and the assurances they gave 
of the superior joys of religion, were among 
the most cada «| means of awakening thew 
attention to the salvation of their souls. 
The early establishment of a prayer meet- 
ing fur young converts, laid the foundation 
for much subsequent activity and useful- 
ness. And ata time when a declension 
was feared, a ‘general conference of the 
young converts,’ in which they resolved to 
awake to new energy, was the apparent 
means of giving the work its most powerful 
impulse. 

Since I began to labor in this church, 152 
have united with it by profession, and 4 by 
letter ; 13 now stand propounded. yith 
the several Methodist classes in the neigh- 
borhood, I judge that about 60 have united. 
But as they receive those on trial who do 
not profess to have yet been born again, 1 
am unable to state how many of these are 
hopeful subjects of conversion. —Fifteen, I 
am told, have united with the Baptists. 
And, as near asI can calculate, there are 
54 others who entertain hope. but who have 
not, to my knowledge, made profession of 
religion. 

The church is at present, harmonious 
and prosperous ; and presenting a striking 
contrast to what it wasa few years ago, 
when rent by animosities and contentions. 
Heretofore, they had no Sabbath school. 
Now 5 schools, though small, are yet in suc- 
cessful operation. Heretofore they had no 
Bible Association ; but lately, one has been 
established. Heretofore the Monthy Con- 
cert was but thinly attended in one or two 


box is provided:—And we may hope they 
will hereafter do much for the spread of the 
gospel. 

Although there are few or no late instan- 
ces of conversion, the church manifests a 
zeal and prayerfulness which would seem 
to indicate, that at no distant season, they 
would enjoy another “refreshing from the 
presence of the Lord.” Such is their hope. 
Let it be our prayer that they may not be 
disappointed. Wa. Bacon. 


August 18th, 1824. 


In Tolland, Con. 


We learn, says the Religious Intelligen- 
cer, from an authentic source. that there is a 
revival of religion in Tolland. The work, 
which has been in progress since early in 
the last month, was preceded for a number 
of weeks, by an unusual spirit of prayer in 
some of the members of the church. At the 
commencement of the present month the 
number of those who professed a change in 
their feelings, was about thirty ; and ap- 
ate ye were thought to afford ground to 
\ope for the continuance and increase of the 
Holy Spirit. 





In Leyden, N. York. 


In the town and vicinity of Leyden, 
Lewis County, N. Y. 100 have been re- 
cently received into the church ; and sev- 
eral other towns have shared in the blessing. 





The ‘* Carlisle Adviser” gives am ex- 
tractof a letter from Detroit, saying that 
about thirty converts have recently been 
added to the church. 





PE 





RELIGIOUS. 


AN AGED SINNER’S ADVICE. 


** Quench not the Spirit.” 


**My children,” said the old man, ‘*few 
are the words of your dying father. I wish 
them to sink deep into your hearts.” Then 
raising himself a little in his bed with a de- 
gree of strength which he had not been able 
to command for several of the last weeks of 
his sickness, he proceeded. 

‘* When young I enjoyed religious privi- 
leges and was the subject of occasional se- 
rious reflection. When just entering my 
16th year, religious impressions were made 
on my mind with unusual force. I seemed 
to hear a voice continually saying to me 
seek religion now. Iwas unhappy; my for- 
mer amusements lost their relish. Still I 
was not willing wholly to relinquish them, 
and obey the voice which urged ine to seek 
religion immediately. One day, after much 
reflection, I deliberately promised to God 
that as soon as the season of youthful 
amusement was past, I would give myself 
to religious pursuits. —-My anxieties imme- 
diately left me ; I returned to my amuse- 
ments and the whole subject was seen for- 
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“When at twenty-five, the monitory 
voice returned, reminded me of my pro- 
mise, and again pressed upon me ‘the im- 
portance of eternal things. —Though I had 
not thought of my promise for years I ae- 
knowledged its obligation, but an immedi- 
ate fulfilment seemed more impracticable 
than it did nine years before. 

“1 vowed with increased solemnity, that 
when the cares of a rising family -should 
subside | would certainly attend to the con- 
cerns of religion. 

** Again [ applied myself to worldly ay- 
ocations, and soon buried al) thoughts of 
the admonition I had received. At fifty, 
when you, my children, were diminishing, 
instead of increasing my cares, this heav- 
enly monitor returned.—** Fulfil your pro- 
mise”, but I felt dissatisfied that its fulfil- 
ment should be claimed so soon. I regret- 
ted that Lhad not attended to the subject 
before, when I could have done it with less 
difficulty ; but such was the extent and 
pressure of my business that to doit then 
seemed impossible. The subject made me 
unhappy. and after much deliberation [ 
sought relief to my troubled feelings, by 
most solemnly renewing my promise te 
God.— When, I said, the pressure of busi- 
ness is past, devote my whole attention te 
a preparation fur eternity. 

** Nosooner had I fixed my mind on this 
course, than my anxieties ieft me, the stri- 
vings of the Spirit ceased in my bosom, and 
ceased for ever —When sickness warned 
me of approaching death I sought te fix my 
feelings on this subject, but it was in vain. 
There was a gloom and terror drawn around 
religion at which my soul shuddered. I felt 
that I was forsaken of God, but it did not 
move me. I had no love to God, no repent- 
ance for sin, nor wish toforsake it. 1 felt 
nothing but the sudden gloom of despair— 
[ knew [ was in the hands of a justly offen- 
ded God from whom I expected no mercy 
and could ask none. — With these feelings I 
am now about to enter the eternal world. 
To you my children I can “— say profit 
by my example—quench not the Spirit— 
seek religion now, if you would avoid a mis- 
erable eternity ; put not off the concerns of 
your souls till”’—'The sentence died upon 
his lips ; his strength, which had been all 
summoned to make this last effort, sudden- 
ly failed, he fell back upon his bed, and 
with a groan that prt to speak the pains 
of another world, the immortal spirit took 
its flight from that body which it had in- 
habited nearly fourscore years, to receive 
according to that it had done. 

This little narrative I had from a grand- 
soniéf the old man, who stood by his dying 
bed. He wasa minister of the Gospel, and 
dated his first permanent conviction from 
the solemnities of that awful scene. The 
descendants of the old nan were nuinerous, 
most of whom became hopelully pious. 
Two, who are now preachers, and several 
others were first awakened by his dying 
charge. 

A few particulars in the last years of this 
aged sinner are perhaps worthy of remark. 

‘Three years before his death there was a 
revival in the place where he resided, and 
the son with whom he lived was a subject of 
its influence. He made the most violent 
opposition to his son’s religious feelings, 
and never whilst able to move about the 
house did he remain in the room during fam- 
ily prayers, nor till his dying hour was a 
prayer offered in his hearing at his request. 

He so studiously avoided all religious 
conversation, that from the death of his 
wife, which was thirteen years previous, he 
was never known to say a word about his 
own feelings, till in his dying moments he 
made the communication above given. 

Boston Monitor. 





THE SMOOTH STONES SELECTED BY DAVID 
FROM THE BROOK ELAH. 

1. Samuel, xvii. 40. ** And he took his 
staffin his hand, and chose him five smooth 
stones out of the brook.” 

‘* The chapel belonging to the convent is 
built over that part of the house where John 
Baptist is said to have been born : and the 
village itself stands on the mountain occu- 
we by the Israelites when the Philistines 
rom the neighboring mountains to the west- 
ward defied the armies of the living God. 
The brook between them is that of Elah, 
whence David chose the five smooth stones 
with one of which he slew Goliath. It is re- 
markable that many smooth stones are to be 
found in the brook'to this day, brought pro- 
bably from a distance by the winter floods, 
though these we observed over the surround- 
ing mountains are of an entirely different 
quality.” — Field Officer’s Diary. 

The Treasurer of the American Bible 
Society acknowledges the receipt of $2,323 
in the month of August. The issues from 
the depository during the same period were 








gotten. 


575 Bibles, and 845 Testaments, 
1420. Value $710. 
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Total 
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Recerrion or Genera La Fayette, 
In Wilmington. 

Acreeably to the direction of the Committee 

of Arrangement, the General was received at the 

State line, on Wednesday last in the forenoon by 


many of the Civil Officers of this State, the Com- 
mittee of Arrangement, a handsome troop of 


Light Dragoons, commanded by Capt. Moore, 
gida large nuinber of Citizens, mounted; and 
thence escorted to this Borough, where he arriv- 
ed at about 1 o’clock, under the roaring discharg- 

sof the cannon, the merry peals of the bells and 
ihe gencral and enthusiastic acclamations of wel- 
come of the Citizens; to all of which the sweet 
smiles of our Ladics, who graced the windows on 
poth sides of the streets through which the pro- 
cession passed, added much to the interest of the 
scene. After partaking of a sumptuous dinner, 
providea by our patriotic townsman, Gen. James 
Wolf, and served up inthe Town-Hall, the “ Na- 
tion’s properly 
amidst the loud cheers of a grateful people, 


Guest” departed, escorted, 
between five and six o’clock, for Baltimore, 
stopping at New-Castle, where he was invited 
to honor with his presence, the nuptials of Mr. 
Dupont, son of Victor Dupont, Esq.—which place 
ne left at about 1 o’clock next morning—pro- 
ceeding to Baltimore by way of Frenchtown. 

We are happy to state, that among the great 
multitude of people assembled on this occasion, 
the number of whom we are unable to give, not 
in accident occurred of which we have heard, 
which would damp the general feeling of joy, 
pervading every bosom—and the strictest order 
was preserved throughout; for which we are 
principally indebted to the activity of the Com 
mittee of Arrangement and the severai vigilant 
officers of the day—our thanks are due also to all 
the gentlemen, without distinction, who were 
engaged in maintaing order and regularity in the 
proceedings and ceremonies of the day. 

The Committee of Arrangement deserve great 
credit for their industry in the performance of all 
those various duties in which they were engag- 
ed. The Civic Arches sprung across the streets 
were handsomely decorated, evincing good taste. 

The General was appropriately addressed in 
the Town-Hall, by Jushua G. Brinkle, Esq. to 
which the General made a verbal reply, both of 
which we willprobably be enabled to lay before 
our readers next week. 

One circumstance, connected with General 
LA FAYETTE’S reception here, cannot, nor 
It is this: 
Several truly philanthropic Ladies originated the 
plaa of forming an ASYLUMin this Borough; & 
through the kind agency of the Rev, Mr Willis- 


ought not, be passed over in silence. 


‘un, suggested the same tothe General,whu highly 
.pproved of it, and cheertully gave it the testi- 
nony of his most cordial sanction. —He was great- 
ly pleased with this mark of attention from the 
Ladies, and observed that he should have been 
happy to have been present at the organization 
6f so laudable an Institution, 

And te the signification by the Ladies that they 
vould be pleased with bis sanction to the form- 
alion of the proposed Institution, he promptly 
replied in appropriate terms—but, to gratify our 
readers, we insert the note presented to him and 
his written reply. —The following is the note : 


‘“GeneRAL Larayetre ! 


The members of the “ La Fuyette Asylum for 
Poor Widows and Orphan Children,” deeply re- 
sret being deprived the honor of your presence 
io organize their Association, purposely design. 
ed to commemorate your visit to this place. The 
hope of this honor still animates them, when an- 
licipating yourretura. Would you condescend, 
General La Fayette, through any medium most 
asreeable to yourself, to signify, when your re- 
turn might be expected ; and would you, honor- 
able Defender of America! honor us at that time 
with your presence, to sanction the humble tri- 
bute of grateful feeling, thus offered you by the 
Ladies of Wilmington 2” 

To which he wrote the annexed reply : 


‘‘With most affectionate and respectful 
statitude I accept the honor intended me 
by the Ladies of Wilmington. 

LAFAYETTE.” 

Some papers state that La Fayette’s reception 
in Baltimore, will exceed every other fie has yet 
met with, in point of a display of tasteful decora- 
tions of public and private buildings, civic arches 
and an exhibition of general brilliancy through. 
sut the whole of that city—where he arrived yes- 
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We notice to-day the death of Doctor M’CAL- 
MONT. We hope that some one of his numerous 
iriends will give us a detailed “Memoir” of this 
universally esteemed man. 

0 
ANOTHER TREMENDOUS EXPLOSION. 








We had occasion to give an account of 
the explosion of a Powder Mill in our own 
neighborhood the other day. Here is an 
account of another, more appalling and dis 
asterous in its effects. ‘The writer of the 
account appropriately remarks, that “ war 
with its attendant horrors and dangers, 
bears no analogy to this laboratory of 
death—this sure passport to the grave.— 
We would advise every man and boy, to 
make his peace with Heaven, pen his last 
will and testament, and bid adieu to home 
and friends before he commences his ser- 
vices in a powder mill. Balt. Pat. 

WESTFIELD, Mass. Sept. 22.—The 
Powder Mills at Lee, owned by Messrs. 
Laflin, Loomis, & Co. were on Saturda 
last, between the hours of 11 and 12 o'clock 
A. M. blown up, and Messrs. Edmund 
Hinkley, of Lee, foreman of the establish- 
ment, Jesse Sparks, of Lee, Charles 
Tourgee, of Tyringham, and Beach, 
of Russell, workmen, were killed. Sparks, 
Tourgee and Beach, were instantly killed, 
and Hinckley lingered until Monday eve- 
ning, when he expired in the greatest ag- 
ony ; he remained in full possession of his 
reason until the last. Mr. Hinckley nar- 
rowly escaped a similar death last fall, 
when two of his companions were killed, 
and at that tine resolved he would no lon- 
ger continue in the business, and has fre- 
quently during the past summer, (says 
our informant) begged to be discharged 
from his employers, but was not able to 
obtain a discharge on account of his hav- 
ing been previouly engaged for the year, 
and no one could be found sufficiently ca- 
pable to fill his station, therefore his em- 
ployers compelled him to remain. By this 
we mean to cast no reflections upon Messrs. 
Laflin, Loomis, & Co. for as he had en- 
gaged so he was bound to stay and per- 
form his business unless his employers 
chose to release him. But we forbear fur- 
ther comment on this topic and leave the 
subject to those who are better acquaint- 
ed with the circumstances than ourselves. 
This is the sixth time these mills have 
been blown up this season, and six men 
have been killed. The explosion was 
greater than was ever known in those 
parts, and so loud the report, that it was 
distinctly heard in this town, a distance of 
between thirty and forty miles. It is be- 
lieved that about a ton of powder was 
blown up, together with three of the mills, 
which were entirely demolished, and the re- 
maining buildings were nearly stripped of 
their covering and rendered quite useless. 
The fire caught in the glazing mill. The 
loss which Messrs. Lailin, Loomis, & Co. 
have sustained is variously estimated at 
from four to 5000 dollars. The buildings 
contiguous to the mills, from half to three 
quarters of a mile, were more or less 
demaaed: The Paper mills in the vicinity 
were essentially damaged, many buildings 
partially unroofed, and otherwise much in- 
jured, glass broken, &c. The explosion 
has produced a scene of devastation and 
ruin through the village. We have omit- 
ted to state the circumstance of one of the 
men being blown a distance of twenty rods 
into the mill pond, where his body was not 
discovered until some hours afterwards. 
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RELIGION AMONG SEAMEN. 


Extract of a Letier from a Captain of an 
English vessel at Monteviedo, S. Ame- 
rica, to his friend in Liverpool. 


Dear Sir,—I shall give a short account 
of my weak endeavours under the flag 
which I have the honor to carry, and de- 
scribe the apparent effect produced. 

During our passage out, every Sabbath 
morning we hoisted the Bethel flag, and 
worshipped God under it. The first Sab- 
bath sree arrival at our destined port. 
we had the happiness to display this stan- 
dard of peace before a gazing multitude ; 
but it had no other effect than that of creat- 
ing inquiry what this strange colour meant. 








every y gel to explain; and my crew 
being, for the most pari, zealous for the 
good of their brother seainen and the glory 
of God, made it a pleasure when on shore 
to persuade seamen to come and see. 

The second Sabbath L sent my boat on 
shore, to press all that could be found. 
They met the seamen in filthy drinking 
houses—English, American, Swedish and 
French: some had not cleaned themselves, 
and one in particular said if he went he had 





‘erday morning. 


no money ; but being told that salvation 


In the course of the following week, I took] > 


was to be had without money and without 
price, he came on board with ten others, 
poor wanderers from the paths of peace. 
They behaved themvsives remarkably well, 
and appeared to drink in every word, while 
1 read to them a sermon from these words, 
**we must all appear before the judgment 
seat of Christ.” 1 observed the tears run- 
ning down the cheeks of an old weather 
beaten tar. 

Atter the sermon, I gave each of them a 
Tract, lor which they were very thankiul, 
and inquired, ** shall we come im the after- 
noon:” | answered, ** yes;” and they 
were pleased. In the afternoon my boat 
brought twelve on board, who manitested a 
still greater desire to hear the word, and 
wished to come again at night, but the dis- 
tance from the shore being great, and the 
night dark, 1 declined sending for them, 
but requested them to keep the word they 
had heard in rewembrance.—- hey were 
put on shore, | trust, with good desires for 
the salvation of their souls. 

The third Sabbath 1 had two merchants 
on board, and found also a hetpmate in the 
captain of an American vessel, who volun- 
teered his services to press with his buat. 
We had about thirty people in the cabin, 
and truly 1 found my strength proportion- 
ed to the occasion, having as mucia liberty 
as when I spoke to my own crew. It 1s 
worth notung, thaton this day an English- 
man, who the Sabvath betore jeered those 
who were coming on hoard, and asked if 
they were afraid of going to hell beture their 
time, nuw formed one of the party both in 
the morning and alternoon service, and on 
his going on shore earnestly wished for ma- 
ny simular opportunities. On one octa- 
sion, a Spanish Bible was requested for a 
black servant in the house of a Commis- 
sion Merchant: agreeably to tais request, 
the Bible was brought on shore, and laid on 
the desk in the office. A Spanish merch- 
ant was waiting in the office, and to beguile 
the time, opened the book and read. He 
was sviicitous to purchase one for lis own 
use.——Upon inquiring the price, and being 
tuld it was three doliars, he made an offer 
of two; the book was sold to him. He 
then inquired of the priest if it was lawiul 
for him to read it, whe (to his honour) said, 
**by all means—tis a good book.” Seeing 
this gentleman the following day, 1 asked 
him how he liked the book ; he answered 
he would not take a doubloon for his bar- 
gain, for he had bought the best book in the 
world for two doilars. 

SO 
SUNDAY SCHOOL ANECDOTE. 


A girl thirteen years old, says the Sun- 
day School Magazine, died a few weeks 
siuce in our neighbourhood, experiencing 
the most happy temper of mind—beautilul- 
iy illustratung the words out of the mouths 
of baves and sucklings thou has perfect 
praise. A tew we-.ks before her sickness, 
of her own accord, she called on a pious 
young woman, asked her to teach her more 
about the Bivie, **for L am much troub- 
led,”” said the child, **about my soul.” 
Vais pious frend explained with simplici- 
ty, the way of salvation, and directed her 
to the Saviour of Sinners, telling her to go 
home and read the Bible. ‘Vis she dih- 
gently did, and was shortly so ul, as to 
leave no hope of her recovery. But she 
grew in grace and in knowledge daily, and 
died with the most joyful hopes, and an ad- 
mirable strength of faith, saying, “she eant- 
ed to go, that she might be with her Sa- 
viour.” Her love seemed boundless ; and 
it was usual with her to say, ** L love eve- 
ry body that doves my Saviour 5 L want ev- 
ery body to love my Saviour, that they may 
be glad as J am.” She sent for two aged 
persons, who had led profane lives, and ex- 
hurted them with great firmness and ten- 
derness, as also several of her little com- 
panions. Shortly before her departure, she 
said to a pious friend, who often visited 
her, * When Lam dead, tell the children 
to think about religion; speak to them 
from these words: ‘**those that seek me 
early shall find me.” <A few hours before 
her death, she jomed, as she bad often be- 
fore, in singing the following favourite 
verse of the 17th Psalm :— 

“« This world’s a dream—an empty show ; 
But the dright worid to which I go, 

Has joys subsiantial and sincere— 

When shall | wake and find me there ?” 


Such was the pious love, the heavenly 


desires of a child, young in years, but noi 
in wisdom, verifying the prophetic truth 
of Isaiah—~** The child shall die an heun- 
dred years old, but the sinner an hundred 
years old shall be accursed.” At behold- 
Y . - . 
ing so bright an example of the power o/ 
faith, what heart can fail to say, ** let me 
die the death of the righteous.” 








siincammninamemal 
BENEVOLENT INDIVIDUALS. 

_We copy the foliowing vrief notice of persons 

distinguished for their beneficence, irom a Philas 


delphia publication entitled ** the Annals of the 
Social Virtues.” 


nC -- 


1. “Christopher Ludwig, a plain citizen 
of Philadelphia, a German by birth, be- 
queathed his fortune, about 10,000 dol- 
lars, to the first society which should be in- 
corporated for the purpose of gratuitously 
educaling the poor of all religious denomina- 
tions, without exception.” 

2. * The late Mrs. Sarah Ralston, wife 
of Mr. Robert Ralston, who was never 
weary in doing good, invested, many years 
since, 1250 dollars in the stock of one of 
the insurance companies, for the benefit of 
the poor. By prudent management, this 
sum was ultimately increased to above 
$5000. Out of the interest of this, she 
paid small annuities to some poor widows, 
emigrants from St. Domingo, reduced from 
a state of aflluence.to penury. One thou- 
sand dollars of this fund she sent annony- 
mously to the Widow’s Asylum, then la- 
bouring for want of resources. Mrs. Ral- 
ston was the founder of the Orphan Asy- 
lum, the Asylum for respectable decayed 
single women and widows, and of the Fe- 
male Bible Society of Philadelphia.” 

3. ** The Rev. James Moranville, a Ro- 
man Catholic clergyman, of Baltimore, du- 
ring the prevalence of the yellow fever in 
that city, some years ago, spent his whole 
time in visiting, comforting, and nursin 
the sick ; hardly allowing himself enoug 
sleep to support nature. He believed, in 
common with almost every other person at 
that time, in the contagiousness of the dis- 
order. ‘This belief had no influence to de- 
ter him from the performance of the dan- 
gerous acts of self-devotion to which his hu- 
manity impelled him. He was seized with 
the disorder twice—twice recovered—and 
each time after his recovery, renewed his 
“labors of love.” He finally escaped.” 

4. ‘About twenty years ago, a farmer 
in Bucks county, in good circumstances, 
died and left his farm, stock, &c. to one of 
his sons: to the other, who had offended 
him, he bequeathed six hundred pounds. 
Notwithstanding the utmost efforts of the 
poorer son, he found himself unable to ob- 
tain the six hundred pounds from his weale 
thy brother ; and with a family, was oblig- 
ed to struggle through life without obtain- 
ing any portion of the money left him by the 
will of his father. Lately, the wealthy 
brother died, and his property fell to an 
only son. As soon as he had possession of 
the property, he ascertained the amount of 
the legacy bequeathed by his grand-father 
to his uncle; then added the interest 
which had accrued all the time the legacy 
had been withheld; and for the whole 
amount forthwith sent a check to his uncle. 
May he long live happily to enjoy the 
wealth he has, and may it increase tenfold 
under his upright administration of it.” 


Died, 


On Monday last, at his residence in New-Castle 
Dr JAMES M'CALMONT, in kis 70th year. 


Chester County Bible Society convene agreea- 
bly to adjournment, at Doe-run Church, on the 
Second Thursday in October next, 


James Larra, Secr’y. 





Bible Society of Delaware hold their Annuat 
Meeting at St. George’s, on the Third Tuesday 
in October next, (being the 19th instant,) at 10 
o’clock, A. M.—Sermon at the opening, by the 
Rev. A. K. Ressenn 


KE. W. Gitsert, Secr’y. 
* Just Published, 
“A Biography 


OF THE 
ILLUSTRILOUS CITIZEN, 


Marquis be Lafapette. 


This brief Biography is derived from various 
authentic sources, which may be relied on. It 
embraces the detail of interesting vicissitudes of 
General La Favetie, from his embarking for Ame- 
rica, at 19 years of age, in his own ship, thro’ the 
American Revolutionary struggie ; lis return to 
France; his active part in the cause of French lie 
berty; bis proscription by the Jacobins; his de- 
parture from his army; adventure ; captivity and 
imprisonment for five years, in the German and 
Ausinan dominions; with the wild and romantic 
attempts of a German and a young American, to 
rescue lim from prison, &c. &c. down to the res- 
torafion of the Bourbons; bis embarking for Ame- 
rica, with the Resolutions of Congress, of Boston, 
New-York, Philadelphia, Balumore, &e. &c. 

Price Jf Cents—-tor sale at this Ofhcc. 








-_—— 


EV enya / TRAV HV & 
CuLBAP BOOKS. 

The Editor has just received a large accession 
to his tormer stock of Books, among which are 
Gill’s and Scott’s commentaries ; all of which will 
be sold at very reduced prices. 
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Port's Corner. 


“To awake the soul by tender strokes of Art eoce 
“* To raise the genius, and to mend the heart.” 


—_— 


The following stanzas will be read with much sa- 
tisfaction by every admirer of the sublime 
truths of Christianity, not so much for their 
superior sweetness of harmony, as the awful- 
ly important scenes they bring in regular and 
lively review—the great event, (the most in- 
teresting and important in the whole of the 
Sacred History,) which they commemorate, 
in connexion with the glorious result of the 
same to fallen man—all combine to render the 
subject every way worthy the first place in our 
Poet’s Corner. We are, indeed, highly grati- 
fied to perceive that some of the “ Fair daugh- 
ters of Columbia,” have ventured to court the 
smiles of the tuneful Nine. Poetry, as well as 
Musie and Painting, is peculiary adapted to the 
capacity of most females—possessing naturally 
a lively imagination and early acquiring a cor- 
rect taste of the sublime and beautiful, nothing 
remains for them but a little application of 
their mental powers, to equal, if not surpass, 
many of the most celebrated Bards, Musicians 
and Painters among our sex. Let them, there- 
fore, burst the trammels of that idle custom 
which has hitherto deprived us of much of their 
mental labor in the department of poetry—let 
them throw off self-restraint and boldly ap- 
proach the winged Pegasus, and our word for 
it, many of them will be triumphantly borne to 
the summit of Mount Parnasus—the Muses’ seat 
—tothe pleasing satisfaction of all true admir- 
ers of poetic excellence.—The lady who pen- 
ned the following lines, tho’ she resides in an 
obscure little village, on the eastern banks of 
the North Branch of the Susquehanna, in Brad- 

ranks not among the 














ford county, Penn, 
meanest of the Poetesses of the U. S.—her 
successful effort in the subsequent composition 
indicates a mind equally capable of lofty and 
bold conceptions. We hope she may cultivate 
an intimate acquaintance with the Muses, The 
deep interest we take in the education of fe- 
males, especially in those elegant and useful 
branches above enumerated, must be our apol 
ogy for the preceding rather lengthy remarks, 
in which we were carried away farther than 
we had intended to go.— Circular. 
From the Carlisle Adviser. 


On tHe Resurrection or Curist. 
By Mrs. A. P. of Athens, Pa. 
Dedicated to the Rev. J. W. 

Twice had the Sun in darkness left the world, 
And twice the Night ber sable shrouds unfurl’d! 
And Nature anxious in suspense ) et stood— 
Death held his sceptre o’er the Son of God! 


The hours in solemn silence pass’d away— 

The guards were waiting the approach of day— 

The midnight moon gleam’d on th’ extended 
spears— 

Their helmets still reflected back the stars. 

At length the day-star blush’d around the east, 

And cast his beauteous beams on distant west ; 

Sweet moon once more dispell’d the gloom of 
night= 

The azure sky again was drest in light. 

When lo! convulsions shake the affrighted ground 

Spreading confusion and dismay around — 

A glorious Angel swift descends from Heav’n, 

The guards fell backward, from his presence 
driven ! 

His face divine beams with immortal glow, 

His form celestial—garments white as snow ; 

The seal was broke—the store was roll’d away ; 

Angelic guards the wondrous work survey ! 


The seal of death was broke—the work was done; 
The Angel sat upon the pondrous stone— 

Death from the sepulchre shrank back to hell— 
The awful news of ruin there to tell! 


But, who is this arising, now comes forth— 

In robes of blood, vs gst el dy’din death ? 
In awful majesty, lo, to see him come, 

Divine and lovely trom the yielding tomb ! 


O Zion *tis your King—ye Christians tell, 
This is your God who broke the powers of hell: 
For you the wine press he has trod alone ; 
For you the vengeance of his God hath known. 


And now behold his resurrection morn; 

Angels behold the first of nature born: 

He rises conqueror o’cr the cruel grave— 

He comes, 0 guilty man, with power to save. 

Ne’er did the world behold the rising sun 

Thus glorious victoriously return. 

The morning stars with joy together sang ; 

The echoing sound thro’ heaven's wide concave 
rang. 

The God of mercy from his throne look’d down, 

Well pleas’d that thro’ th’ atonement of his Son, 

He could be just, and thro’ Redemption’s plan 

Save guilty—ruin’d—yet still favorite man. 

Soon shall the deserts blossom and rejoice ; 

Soon siiall the nations raise the tunetul voice, 

From distant heathen lands—trom shore to shore, 

The Babe of Bethlehem siviy— he Triune God adore! 


—— 





Dice, For the Circular. 
FREE GRACE ; 
or the Promises of the Lord to the Righteous, 


My dear young friends, attention give ; 
O list to Wisdom’s voice, I pray : 
Though you may think “’tis time enough,” 
Hear what the Lord your God doth say : 


«« Make ready now—prepare for death ! 
For you know not the day, nor hour, 
When I, the Lord, shall take” your breath— 
So be you ready every hour. 


“ For scoffers I will tura to hell, 
With all who will not serve their God ; 
They shall not in my presence dwell— 
ll scourge them with an iron rod, 


“ But he who seeks me pray’rfully, 
Shall wear a crown of life and peace ; 
To him I will my spirit give, 
And all his actions ! will bless. 





“ He, like the tow’ring pine shall stand, 
And like the fragrant rose shall bloom ; 

And for his sake’I’ll bless the land 
Where’er he makes his peacefu! home. 


“ Whate’er he asks in faith, Pll give ; 
Nothing to him shall be denied ; 

He shall the choicest treasures have, 
And all his wants shall be supplied.” 


Are these thy overtures, great God! 
And will poor sinners then disdain ; 
And hast thou said, “ that of thy blood, 
One drop was never shed in vain?” 


O thoughtless souls! reflect on this— 
That Jesus died for ev’ry one ; 
And if you'll not accept of bliss, 
You have your choice—the fault’s your own. 





* Being illegible, we have used this word.— Ed. 





RELIGIOUS. 


ACCOUNT OF A REMARKABLE SERMON, 
Preached in Edinburgh.—Related by a Cler- 
gyman. 

Some time ago, I was sent for to visit a 
person named Adam Watson, who was 
thought to be dying. On entering his 
apartment, | saw a venerable looking old 
man ina chair, and apparently much dis- 
tressed from a difficulty in breathing. His 
daughter told me that he was then a good 
deal fatigued with the exertion of rising out 
of bed, but that he would be able to speak 
to me in a little time. Being told who I 
was, he said to me after a short pause, ** I 
am glad to see you, Sir, and thank you for 
coming so readily to visitme in this poor 
habitation.” I then asked him a few ques- 
tions abouthis bodily health; these heshort- 
ly answered, and then said, “ You see me, 
Sir, on the verge of eternity ; but I bless 
God I have no fears of death. I hope I can 
truly say, ‘I know whom I have believed ; 
and my chief reason for sending for you at 
prceen is to help me to praise the Lord for 
lis great and onder mercies to me.” 
‘+ What mercies do you mean ?” said I. 
“ IT mean his great and wonderful mercies 
in Christ Jesus. I am now an old man, in 
my 84th year, and blessed be his name, I 
can say, lL have known the Lord since I 
was eighteen.” Since you was eighteen ! 
pray did any thing remarkable happen at 
that time, that you remember it so particu- 
arly 7”? ** Yes, yes,” said he, ** something 
that I shall never forget while I am able to 
remember any thing, and for which I shall 
bless God through all eternity.” ** May I 
ask whatit was °” “Certainly” he replied, 
**and when I get a little breath, 1 shall tell 
it you with pleasure.” After pausing for 
2 or 3 minutes, he spoke as nearly as [ can 
remember, to the following purpose : 

‘** When I was about eighteen years of 
age, I happened to be in Edinburgh, follow- 
ing my business. ‘Though I was not addic- 
ted to any gross immorality, I was a stran- 
ger to true religion. I had something like 
the form of Godliness, but it was nothin 
but a form. One Sunday I went to the West 
Church. It was about the time of dispen- 
sing the Sacrament, and a minister by the 
name of Pitcairn was preaching. J shall 
never forget his text ; it was in 1 Pet. ii. 7: 
* Unto you, therefore, which believe, he is 
precious.” ‘The church was exceedingly 
crowded, and the congregation very atten- 
tive. Nothing very particular happened 
till about the close of the discourse, when 
Mr. Pitcairn madea long pause. A dead 
stillness ensued. Every eye was fixed on 
him, and several of his hearers seemed to be 
a good deal agitated. When he resumed 
his discourse, he spoke, to the best of my 
recollection, nearly as follows : * Last night, 
when I was on my knees before God, plead- 
ing with him in the prospect of this day’s 
-ervice, it was.impressed on my mind ina 
very unusual manner, and as if I had heard 
a voice from heaven, charging me that this 
day [should make a full and particular of- 
fer of Christ to all who hear me ; and also, 
that I should require of them an immediate 
answer whether they accept the offer or not. 
Ido therefore, in the mame of the Most 
High God, offer to all and every one of you 
the Lord Jesus Christ, with all his benefits; 
I offer Hun to the young and the old, to the 
rich and the poor, to: siuners of every kind 
and degree ; assuring you, that if you ac- 
cept of him as he is offered in the Gospel, 
you shall be blessed in time and blessed 
through eternity. Well what do you say ? 














Do you accept of him or not ? What an- 
swer am I to carry back to him whose ser- 
vant I am ? Consider the matter, and make 
up your minds.’—On saying this, he sat 
down in the pulpit, and the most solemn 
silence followed that ever I witnessed. I 
was very much affected, and the tears ran | 
down my cheeks in abundance. My sins | 
crowded intomy mind. 1 saw myself to be | 
a lost and ruined creature, and was enabled 
to cast my soul on Jesus Christ, believing 
that he, and none but he, could save me. 
On looking up, I saw many persons in tears 
around me. 

‘* Mr. Pitcairn continued sitting, I think, 
about five or six minutes ; then rising up, 
and looking round the congregation, he said 
to them with great solemnity, ‘ Well my 
friends, what is your determination ? Are 
you now willing to obey the command of 
Gop, to believe in his Son Jesus Curist? 
Do you accept of the Saviour, as he is of- 
fered in the Gospel, and give yourselves up 
to Him, as God hath commanded, that he 
may wash ycu in his blood, clothe you with 
his righteousness, and sanctify you by his 
Spirit ? Or, on the contrary, do you proud- 
ly and wickedly reject him ? Or, which a- 
mounts very much to the same thing, are 
you resolved to delay this important busi- 
ness to a more convenient season P—Then, 
in a very earnest and forcible manner, he 
urged his hearers immediately to accept of 
Christ, and to comply with the invitations 
of the Gospel. In the name of God he con- 
jured them neither to decline nor to delay 
so important a duty. ‘ Many,” said he, 
*to whom the same offer was made are now 
in hell, bitterly lamenting their guilt and 
folly in rejecting it. And, O! were they 
permitted now to address you, with what 
earnestness would they beseech you to be- 
ware of what must assuredly bring you fo 
that place where they are tormented! (Luke 
xvi, 28.) Many of your pious friends and 
relations who lately worshipped with us in 
this place, were enabled through grace to 
accept of Christ, and to give themselves up 
to him, and are now before the throne ; 
and were they permitted to address you, 
QO ! with what earnestness would they join 
in the exhortation I am now giving you; and 
beseech you to accept of Christ, that you 
may by and bye be united to their blessed 
society, and made partakers of their joy.— 
In this manner did Mr. Pitcairn exhort and 
beseech his hearers, to comply with the 
calls of the gospel, and to embrace the Lord 
Jesus Christ. It was the most solemn seas- 
on I ever witnessed. It was much spoken 
of in Edinburgh, and its neighborhood, and 
many dated these conversion from that day. 


The old manadded, that he himself knew 
several persons who were then awakened to 
a serious and lasting concern about their 
salvation ; and no doubt, as he justly ob- 
served, there would be many of whom he 
had no opportunity of hearing. 


Iwas ———— at the distinctness and an- 
imation with which the poor old man narra- 
ted the above particulars. His weakness 
and difficulty of breathing obliged him to 
stop from time to time, but the whole cir- 
cumstances seemed to be as fresh in his re- 
collec‘ion as if they had lately occurred. 
As soon as I returned home, I wrote down 
all I could remember of what he told me ; 
and, from the deep impression it made on 
my mind, I believe that I remembered the 
greatest part of it. I soon called on him 
again, but found him greatly worse. He 
was unable to rise, and though perfectly 
sensible, he had become so deaf, that it was 
almost impossible to make him hear. He 
continued tranquil and resigned to the will 
of God ; and enjoyed to the last a steady 
hope in the divine mercy through Jesus 
Christ —Wesleyan Meth. Mag. 
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SCRIPTURE ILLUSTRATIONS. 
EXPOSED STATE OF THE JEWS, AS PREDIC- 
TED BY MOSES. 


Deuteronomy xxvili. 65, 66. ‘* And a- 
mong these nations shalt thou find no ease ; 
and thou shalt fear day and night, and shait 
have none assurance of thy life.” 


** A gentleman who for some years was 
British consul at Tripoli, mentioned some 
circumstances which set ina striking light 
the state of fear and degradation in which 
the Jews there live. The life of a man 
seems to be valued there no more than the 
life of amoth. If the bey has a fear or jeal- 
ousy of any man, he sends some one to put 
a pistol to his head and shoot him. If it 
happens to be a Christian, remonstrance is 
made by the consul to his nation. The be 
is quite ready to give satisfaction ; he sends 
some one to shoot the agent of his cruelty ; 
and then, with an air of great regret, asks 
the consul if he is satisfied ? if not, he is 





But if the object of his wrath be a Jew, 1 
one would think of demanding satisfactig, 
for his death. This people feel the cury 
in full, that among the nations where they 
are scattered they should find no ease, ang 
have none assurance of their life. They ar 
known by their being compelled to wear , 
particular dress ; and the Moors exerciy 
the privilege of free ingress at any tine ip. 
to their houses.” 
Jewett’s Christian Researches, 
DESTROYING THE HOUSE OF Thy 
PHILISTINES. 


Judges vxi. 30. ‘* And Samson bowel 
himself with all his might ;—and the houy 


SAMSON 


fell upon the lords, and upon all the peoph 


that were therein; so the dead which he slew 
at his death were more than they which he 
slew in his life.” 

Some persons have asserted that no buil. 
ding sufficiently capacious to receive % 
great a number of people could be construc. 
ted so as to rest chiefly upon two pillars, 
But this is a mistake : for PLINY mentions 
two theatres built by C. Curio, (who was 
killed in the civil wars, on Cesar’s side) 
which were made of wood, and so extensive 
as, according to his mode of writing, to hold 
all the Roman people. They were contri. 
ved with such art that each of them depen- 
ded upon one hinge. ‘This caused Pliny 
to censure the madness of the people who 
would venture into a place for their plea- 
sure, where they sat on such an uncertain 
and unstable seat : for if that hinge had giv. 
en way, there had been a greater slaughtef 
than at the battle of Cann. ‘This surely 
removes every thing like difficulty from the 
Scriptural account alluded to above. 

Sir Christopher Wren, whose opinion 
upon such a subject will be considered as 
important, feels no hesitation in admitting 
the fact, and even gives us the form of a 
building which might be so constructed as 
to rest entirely upon two pillars. He then 
concludes with the following remark. * Now, 
if Samson, by his miraculous strength press- 
ing upon one of these pillars, moved it 
from its basis, the whole roof must of neces- 
sity fall.” 


. 


—0§ —- 
A UNINERSAL PRAYER. 

O, Lord, I believe, but let me believe 
more firmly ; I hope, but let me hope more 
securely ; I love, but let me love more ar- 
dently ; I grieve, but let me grieve more 
severely. 

I adore thee as my first beginning; I de- 
sire thee as my ultimate end ; I desire thee 
as my constant benefactor ; I invoke thee 
as my kind defender. 

Direct me by thy wisdom ; restrain me 
.by thy justice ; comfort me by thy mercy; 
protect me by thy power. 

I consecrate to thee all my thoughts, that 
they may proceed from thee ; all my words, 
that they may refer to thee ; all my actions, 
that they may be conformable to thy will ; 
- my sufferings, that they may be for thy 
sake. 

I desire whatever thou desirest ; I desire 
because thou desirest ; I desire as thou desi- 
rest ; I desire as long as thou desirest. 

1 beseech thee to illuminate my under: 
standing, to inflame my affections, to pre- 
serve my body, to sanctify my soul. 

May I lament my past transgressions ; 
repel future temptations ; correct vicious 
propensities ; cultivate suitable virtues. 

Grant me, gracious God, the love of thy- 
self ; the hatred of myself ; anxiety for the 
welfare of my neighbor ; and contempt of 
the world. 

May I study to obey my superiors ; to be 
condescending to my inferiors ; to consult 
my friends ; to spare my enemies. 

May I subdue pleasure by austerity, ava- 
rice by liberality, anger by lenity, luke: 
warmness by fervor. 

Render me prudent in counsel, courageous 
in danger, patient in adversity, humble in 
prosperity. 

Grant, O, Lord, that I may be attentive 
to prayer, temperate in my food, diligent in 
the exercise of my talent, firm in my reso 
lution. 

May I be careful to have inward inne 
cence, outward modesty, an exemplary cot 
versation, a regular life. 

May I watch diligently to subdue nature, 
to cherish grace, to observe thy law, to ob 
tain salvation. 

May I learn from thee how insignificant 
is that which is earthly, how glorious that 
which is divine, how short that which is 
temporal, how durable that which is eternal: 

Grant that I may anticipate death, pre: 
pare for judgment, avoid hell, obtain heave»: 
AMEN. Thomas 4. Kempis. 
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ready to give him still furthey satisfaction. 


In great variety, for sale cheap, 
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